CHEMISTRY   IN   AMERICA
fully saturated with oxigene, and ite when they are imperfect, and the names of the bases to which they are united. Thus Glauber's salts, which are formed by the union of the sulphuric acid and soda, are called sulphate of soda, and a combination of the sulphureous acid and iron is called sulphite of iron.
In favour of this theory of a nomenclature, little need be said, as it bears internal evidence of its utility. Of the immense quantity of technical words which are saved by it I shall give the single instance of the neutral salts.
There are at present thirty acids known, capable of forming neutral salts by their union with three alkalies, eight earths, and fourteen metals, in all twenty-five bases, which would make 750 different neutral salts. If to these we add those which could be formed by many of these acids in a state not fully saturated with oxigene, we shall have not. far short of 1,000 different neutral salts. Allowing the former arbitrary mode of naming them to prevail, there can be no doubt that each of these salts on an average would have in the course of time at least iwo names, we should then have had 2,000 names for them. But happily for the cause of science our memories are saved from being oppressed by this immense mass of technical rubbish by the proper application of the third rule.
For a full account of this nomenclature see the memoirs of Messrs. Lavoisier, De Morveau, Berthollet, De Fourcroy, Hassen-fratz, and Adet; first published in the transactions of the Academy of Science in Paris, in 1787, and since translated into English and published by Mr. St. John.
Query. Might not the nomenclature be extended to all combinations of two simple earths by using the name of the earth found in the greatest quantity as a substantive, and that of the one found in the least quantity as an adjective. Thus a stone formed by the union of a smaller quantity of silex united to a greater quantity of alumine would be called a silicious alumine, whereas if the silex predominated it would be an aluminous silex. It might, perhaps, be also applied to the union of a simple earth with a neutral salt, as in marble, which is composed of alumine and carbonate of lime, which would then be called aluminous carbonate of lime?
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